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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NOUAKC 00039 061529Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR-12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 DODE-OO EB-08 
ACDA-12 /097W 

085591 061543Z/50 

R 061230Z JAN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8688 

INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

USDAO BUENOS SFDES 

AMEMBASSY DAKAR 

USDAO DAKAR 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

USDAO PARIS 

AMEMBASSY RABAT 

USDAO RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHNPTT 0039 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MR, MASS 

SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN MISSION TO BUENOS AIRES TO PURCHASE 
PUCARA AIRCRAFT 

MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR TO US NASSIM KOCHMAN LEAVES TOMORROW FOR 
BUENOS AIRES TO NEGOTIATE PURCHASE OF IA-58 PUCARA AIRCRAFT. 

FRENCH HAVE RECOMMENDED PUCARA AS APPROPRIATE AIRPLANE FOR 
MAURITANIAN SURVEILLANCE/DEFENSIVE NEEDS. TWO PARIS-BASED 
FRENCH OFFICIALS FROM 'OFFICE GENERAL D ARMEMENT" WILL 
ACCOMPANY KOCHMAN. ALTHOUGH KOCHMAN DID NOT COMMENT ON 
SOURCE OF FUNDS, HE MADE IT CLEAR PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH HAS 
OBTAINED FINANCING. WHILE THE ASSUMPTION IS THAT THE SAUDIS ARE THE 
BACKERS, IT WOULD NOT SURPRISE US IF FRANCE WERE ALSO INVOLVED 
IN FOOTING THIS BILL. LAST WEEK KOCHMAN SAID MAURITANIANS WERE 
INTERESTED IN PURCHASING 6 PLANES AND HE HAS ESTIMATED COST 
AT DOLS. 1.7 MILLION PER PLANE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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